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DETAILED ACTION 

This is a response to the Applicant's Request for Reconsideration submitted on April 13, 
2006. In virtue of this request, claims 1-3 and 5-7 remain pending in the instant application. 

Applicant's arguments, see Request for Reconsideration, filed April 13, 2006, with 
respect to the rejections of claims 1-3 and 5 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) and claim 6 imder 35 
U.S.C. § 103(a) have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejections have 
been withdrawn. Claim 6 would now be allowable. However, upon further consideration, a new 
ground of rejection is being made to claims 1-3, 5, and 7 in view of Fiene (U.S. Patent No. 
6,814,462 Bl). The rejections are being made as follows: 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States 
before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who has fulfilled 
the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention thereof by the 
applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. J 02(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of J 999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual 
Property and High Technology Technical Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent 
resulting directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000, Therefore, the prior 
art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. J 02(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 

USC 102(e)). 

2. Claims 1-3, 5, and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Fiene 
(U.S. Patent No. 6,814,462 Bl). 

With respect to claim 1, Fiene discloses, in Figs. 3 and 6, a one-to-many compact 
fluorescent lamp holder comprising (1) a plurality of sockets [44] (see Fig. 3; col. 4, line 24), 
each of which is adapted to receive a compact fluorescent lamp [62] (see Fig. 3) having only one 
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electrical connection end (see Fig. 3; col. 4, lines 10-11; col. 9, lines 48-50), (2) a ballast 
mechanism (which includes [66] and a ballast with wires therein, which are not shown in Fig. 3 
but schematically shown in Fig. 6; see col. 4, lines 20-23) comprising a ballast circuit therein 
(see Fig. 6), and (3) a plurality of electric wires [80, 80a] (see Fig. 6; coL 3, lines 26-30) 
connecting the sockets to the ballast mechanism so that said contact fluorescent lamps, when 
mounted in each of the sockets [44] will be turned on when an AC power is provided to the 
ballast circuit (see col. 1, lines 17-19; col. 3, lines 20-21), wherein each said compact fluorescent 
lamp [62] is supported by a single one of said respective sockets (see Fig. 3) and electrically 
connected to said ballast mechanism solely by said one electrical connection end (re. connection 
to the socket; see Figs. 3 and 6), wherein said ballast mechanism supports said plurality of 
sockets (see Fig. 3), and wherein said ballast mechanism is mounted to a wall (via [60, 64]; see 
Fig. 3; col. 6, lines 44-46). 

With respect to claim 2, Fiene discloses in Fig. 3 that the ballast mechanism comprises a 
shell [66] for accommodating said ballast circuit therein, and said shell [66] comprising a 
fastening mechanism [60, 64] (see Fig. 3) for non-electrically fastening the shell to the wall. 

With respect to claim 3, Fig. 6 of Fiene shows that the sockets [44] are connected to said 
ballast mechanism by the plurality of wires [80, 88a] only. 

With respect to claim 5, Fig. 3 of Fiene shows that the shell [66] is a polygonal hollow 
body, and said fastening mechanism [60, 64] comprises a plurality of locating slots [52] (which 
are holes [52] on [60] and [64] shown in Fig. 3) at an edge thereof. 

With respect to claim 7, Fiene discloses, in Figs. 3 and 6, a lighting fixture comprising (1) 
a plurality of compact fluorescent lamps [62] having only one electrical connection end (see Fig. 
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3; col. 4, lines 10-11; col. 9, lines 48-50), and (2) one-to-many compact fluorescent lamp holder 
comprising (a) a plurality of sockets [44], each of which is adapted to receive one of the compact 
fluorescent lamps (see Fig. 3), (b) a ballast mechanism (which includes [66] and a ballast with 
wires therein, which are not shown in Fig. 3 but schematically shown in Fig. 6; see col. 4, lines 
20-23) comprising a ballast circuit therein, and (c) a plurality of electric wires [80a, 80] 
connecting the sockets [44] to the ballast mechanism (see Fig. 3 and 6), so that the compact 
fluorescent lamps mounted in the sockets [44] will be turned on when an AC power is provided 
to the ballast circuit (see col. 1, lines 17-19; col. 3, lines 20-21), wherein each said compact 
fluorescent lamp [62] is supported by a single one of said respective sockets [44] (see Fig. 3) and 
electrically connected to said ballast mechanism solely by said one electrical connection end (see 
Fig. 3), wherein said ballast mechanism supports said plurality of sockets (see Fig. 3), and 
wherein said ballast mechanism is mounted to a wall (via [60, 64]; see Fig. 3; col. 6, lines 44- 
46). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claim 6 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

4. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
Prior art fails to disclose or fairly suggest a one-to-many compact fluorescent lamp holder 

wherein said ballast circuit comprises an EMI circuit, a rectifying and filter circuit, an inverter 
circuit, and an output circuit, wherein said EMI circuit is configured to be connected with a 
source of AC power, said rectifying and filter circuit is connected to said EMI circuit and 
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provides a DC current to said inverter circuit, and said inverter circuit and said output circuit 
provide a high voltage for activating said compact fluorescent lamps and a high frequency AC 
current to said compact fluorescent lamps for maintaining their stable lighting, in combination 
with the remaining claimed limitations as called for in claim 6. 

Remarks 

5. Applicant is noted that the newly added claim 7 was inadvertently left out in the office 
action mailed 01/20/2006. It is now included in this Office Action, 

Inquiry 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thuy V. Tran whose telephone niunber is (571) 272-1828. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:00 AM -4:00 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Timothy P. Callahan can be reached on (571) 272-1740. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Busmess Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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